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Germany
Free Tuition & Top University Guide

Germany is one of the most compelling study destinations in the world — and for one simple reason: most public

universities charge zero tuition fees for all students, including internationals. With 49 universities in the QS World Top

1,500, cutting-edge STEM research, and the DAAD scholarship program offering €992–€1,400/month stipends,

Germany is the most cost-effective path to a world-class degree in Europe. Pakistani students with O/A Level or

IGCSE backgrounds are strongly positioned to apply.

GLOBAL RANKING & REACH

Top 10 Top 10 400,000+ ~6,000
QS Higher Ed System Ranking

Times Higher Ed Country
Ranking

International Students/yr
Pakistani Students Currently

Studying

WHY STUDY IN GERMANY?

✓ FREE tuition at all public universities — zero tuition fees for international students

✓ DAAD Scholarship: €992/month (Masters) or €1,400/month (PhD) + health insurance + flights

✓ Germany's economy is Europe's largest — unmatched job opportunities post-graduation

✓ 18-month post-study Job Seeker Visa to find employment after graduation

✓ 49 QS-ranked universities including TU Munich (#22 world) and LMU Munich (#58 world)

✓ Most STEM Masters programs fully taught in English — no German required upfront

TOP UNIVERSITIES — RANKINGS, FEES & BENEFITS

University City QS Rank Tuition / yr Scholarship / Benefit

Technical University of

Munich (TUM)

Munich #22 World FREE TUITION FREE

(public university)

FREE — Germany's #1 university; world leader in

Engineering, CS, AI & Robotics

Ludwig Maximilian Univ.

Munich (LMU)

Munich #58 World FREE TUITION FREE

(public university)

FREE — 43 Nobel Prize alumni; top for Medicine, Law,

Physics, Economics

Heidelberg University Heidelberg #80 World FREE TUITION FREE

(public university)

FREE — Germany's oldest university (1386); top for

Life Sciences & Medicine

Freie Universitat Berlin (FU

Berlin)

Berlin #88 World FREE TUITION FREE

(public university)

FREE — Excellence University; strong in Humanities,

Social Sciences, Life Sciences

Karlsruhe Institute of

Technology (KIT)

Karlsruhe #98 World FREE TUITION FREE

(public university)

FREE — Germany's top for Energy, AI, Climate

Research & Engineering
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University City QS Rank Tuition / yr Scholarship / Benefit

RWTH Aachen University Aachen #106 World FREE TUITION FREE

(public university)

FREE — Europe's largest technical university; #1 in

Germany for Engineering

Humboldt-Universitat zu

Berlin

Berlin #120 World FREE TUITION FREE

(public university)

FREE — Founded 1810; pioneered modern research

university concept globally

University of Hamburg Hamburg #181 World FREE TUITION FREE

(public university)

FREE — Top for Climate Research, Physics,

Biosciences; vibrant port city

University of Freiburg Freiburg #191 World FREE TUITION FREE

(public university)

FREE — Strong in Environmental Science,

Neuroscience, Law & Philosophy

TU Dresden Dresden #206 World FREE TUITION FREE

(public university)

FREE — Excellence University; top for Engineering, IT,

and Architecture

SCHOLARSHIPS & FUNDING — COMPLETE BREAKDOWN

FULL FUNDING

DAAD Scholarship (Masters)

Coverage: €992/month stipend + health & accident insurance + travel allowance. Tuition is already FREE.

Who: Masters students — strong academic record + 2 yrs work experience preferred | Awarded by: German

Academic Exchange Service (daad.de)

FULL FUNDING

DAAD Scholarship (PhD)

Coverage: €1,400/month stipend (from Feb 2026) + full insurance + travel + research allowance

Who: PhD researchers — requires a German professor supervisor acceptance | Awarded by: German Academic

Exchange Service (daad.de)

PARTIAL

Deutschlandstipendium

Coverage: €300/month supplementary stipend — funded 50% by federal govt, 50% by sponsors

Who: All students — based on academic merit and social engagement | Awarded by: Federal Ministry of Education &

Research

PARTIAL

Erasmus+ Scholarship

Coverage: €800–1,200/month for exchange/joint Masters programs in Europe

Who: Students in Erasmus Mundus Joint Master programs | Awarded by: European Union

FACILITATION

HEC Germany Scholarship

Coverage: HEC Pakistan facilitates DAAD and German university scholarship slots for Pakistani students

Who: Masters & PhD — apply via hec.gov.pk | Awarded by: HEC Pakistan

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

Requirement Details

A Level / IGCSE Results Strong grades required — minimum B overall; A grades for TUM/LMU/Heidelberg

APS Certificate MANDATORY for Pakistani students — Academic Evaluation Centre certificate required for

visa
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Requirement Details

IELTS (English programs) 6.0–6.5 for English-medium Masters programs

TestDaF / DSH (German) Required for German-medium programs — free prep courses available

Motivation Letter Critical component — must show research focus and connection to Germany

CGPA Minimum Generally 3.0/4.0 or equivalent — higher needed for DAAD scholarship

Application Portal uni-assist.de for most universities + DAAD portal for scholarships

KEY DEADLINES & TIMELINE

Milestone When Notes

DAAD Scholarship (Masters) Aug–Oct each year For programs starting following October

DAAD Scholarship (PhD) Oct–Nov each year Check daad.de for program-specific deadlines

Winter Semester Applications May–July Most programs start in October

Summer Semester Applications Dec–Jan Some programs start in April — fewer options

APS Certificate Processing Allow 6–8 weeks Apply early — mandatory for Pakistani students

Student Visa (Germany) After university

acceptance

German Embassy Islamabad — 6–8 weeks

processing

PAKISTANI QUALIFICATION EQUIVALENCY

Pakistani Qualification Equivalent Notes

A Level (Cambridge) Directly accepted — equivalent to

German Abitur

Strong O/A Level grades highly valued

IGCSE / O Level Accepted as secondary school

completion

Attach certified + attested copies

Pakistani Matric + FSc Requires APS certificate

evaluation

APS mandatory for all Pakistani students

Pakistani CGPA (for Masters) Converted — 3.0/4.0 minimum

typically required

Official transcripts + APS evaluation

PRO TIPS FOR PAKISTANI STUDENTS

1. Apply for APS Certificate first — it is mandatory for Pakistani students and takes 6–8 weeks. Start this before anything

else.

2. Almost all public universities in Germany are FREE — do not pay anyone who claims otherwise.
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3. DAAD is highly competitive — your motivation letter and research proposal matter more than grades alone.

4. TU Munich, LMU, and RWTH Aachen have the most English-taught Masters programs — check DAAD's database at

daad.de.

5. Germany's 18-month Job Seeker Visa after graduation is one of the best post-study work pathways in Europe.


