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Australia
Group of Eight & Top University Guide

Australia is home to 9 universities in the QS World Top 100 — including UNSW at #20 and the University of Melbourne

at #19. The Group of Eight (Go8) universities are among the world's most research-intensive. A post-study work visa of

2–4 years, strong graduate employment rates, and one of the world's highest quality-of-life standards make Australia a

premium destination. Tuition fees have increased for 2026, but scholarships remain widely available. Pakistan has a

significant and growing student community in Melbourne and Sydney.

GLOBAL RANKING & REACH

Top 8 Top 8 600,000+ ~25,000
QS Higher Ed System Ranking

Times Higher Ed Country
Ranking

International Students/yr
Pakistani Students Currently

Studying

WHY STUDY IN AUSTRALIA?

✓ 9 universities in QS Top 100 — including UNSW #20, Melbourne #19, Sydney #25

✓ Post-Study Work Visa: 2–4 years after graduation (up to 6 years for regional universities)

✓ World's 3rd largest international student destination — after USA and UK

✓ UNSW #1 in Australia for graduate employment outcomes — strong industry connections

✓ Group of Eight (Go8) universities: elite research-intensive institutions

✓ Part-time work: 24 hours/week during semester + unlimited during study breaks

TOP UNIVERSITIES — RANKINGS, FEES & BENEFITS

University City QS Rank Tuition / yr Scholarship / Benefit

University of Melbourne Melbourne,

VIC

#19 World AUD

$40,000–$113,000/yr

Australia's #1 — top for Medicine, Law, Arts,

Engineering & Biosciences

UNSW Sydney Sydney,

NSW

#20 World AUD

$44,000–$95,000/yr

#1 in Australia for employer reputation & graduate

employment outcomes

University of Sydney Sydney,

NSW

#25 World AUD

$46,000–$61,000/yr

Australia's oldest university — top for Law, Medicine,

Arts & Communication

Australian National University

(ANU)

Canberra,

ACT

#32 World AUD

$45,000–$60,000/yr

Australia's national research university — #8 globally

for Philosophy (QS)

Monash University Melbourne,

VIC

#36 World AUD

$39,000–$56,000/yr

Australia's largest uni — Pharmacy ranked #4 world;

campuses in Malaysia too
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University City QS Rank Tuition / yr Scholarship / Benefit

University of Queensland

(UQ)

Brisbane,

QLD

#42 World AUD

$43,000–$54,000/yr

Top for Mineral Engineering, Pharmacy, Agriculture —

beautiful campus

University of Western

Australia (UWA)

Perth, WA #77 World AUD

$40,000–$51,000/yr

Strong in Mining Engineering + favorable PR pathway

via Western Australia state

Adelaide University Adelaide,

SA

#82 World AUD

$38,000–$52,000/yr

QS 2026 debut at #82 — favorable SA state PR

pathways; strong STEM programs

University of Technology

Sydney (UTS)

Sydney,

NSW

#96 World AUD

$32,000–$52,000/yr

#1 Young University in Australia — top for Engineering,

IT, Architecture

RMIT University Melbourne,

VIC

#125 World AUD

$30,000–$48,000/yr

World-class for Art, Design, Engineering, Business —

strong industry connections

SCHOLARSHIPS & FUNDING — COMPLETE BREAKDOWN

FULL FUNDING

Australia Awards Scholarship

Coverage: Full tuition + AUD $30,000/yr living allowance + flights + health cover (OSHC)

Who: Masters & PhD — Pakistani citizens; development-focused fields preferred | Awarded by: Australian

Government (DFAT)

FULL TO
PARTIAL

Destination Australia Scholarship

Coverage: Up to AUD $15,000/yr for students studying in regional Australia

Who: Undergrad & Masters — studying outside major cities | Awarded by: Australian Government

PARTIAL TO
FULL

ANU Chancellor's Int'l Scholarship

Coverage: 25%–100% tuition fee waiver for high-achieving international students

Who: Undergrad — strong A Level / IGCSE results required | Awarded by: Australian National University

PARTIAL

Monash International Leadership Scholarship

Coverage: AUD $5,000–10,000 for outstanding international students

Who: Undergrad & Masters | Awarded by: Monash University

FACILITATION

HEC Australia Scholarship

Coverage: HEC Pakistan coordinates Australia Awards and other scholarship slots

Who: Masters & PhD — apply via hec.gov.pk | Awarded by: HEC Pakistan

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

Requirement Details

A Level / IGCSE Results Minimum ABB at A Level; AAB for Go8 universities; IGCSE accepted directly

IELTS 6.5–7.0 overall; most Go8 unis require no band below 6.0

TOEFL iBT 79–100 as alternative to IELTS
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Requirement Details

OSHC (Health Insurance) Mandatory for all international students — approx AUD $500–650/yr

Personal Statement Required for competitive programs and scholarship applications

Recommendation Letters 1–2 academic references for Masters programs

Student Visa (Subclass 500) Apply after acceptance — fee AUD $2,000 (from July 2025)

Proof of Funds AUD $29,710/yr living costs evidence required for visa

KEY DEADLINES & TIMELINE

Milestone When Notes

Semester 1 (February) October–November prior

year

Main intake — most programs available

Semester 2 (July) March–April Second intake — fewer options but available

Australia Awards Scholarship April–May annually Via HEC Pakistan or direct DFAT portal

Student Visa Application After receiving CoE from

university

Allow 4–8 weeks processing

Post-Study Work Visa Apply within 6 months of

graduation

2–4 years depending on degree level

Express PR (via state nomination) After 1–2 years of work State-based pathways vary by location

PAKISTANI QUALIFICATION EQUIVALENCY

Pakistani Qualification Equivalent Notes

A Level (Cambridge) Directly accepted — equivalent to

Australian Year 12 (ATAR)

Fully recognized by all Go8 universities

IGCSE / O Level Accepted alongside A Levels as

secondary qualifications

Attach attested copies

Pakistani Matric + FSc May require foundation year at

some universities

Verify per university

Pakistani CGPA (Masters) Accepted with official transcripts Some unis require 65% or 3.0/4.0 minimum

PRO TIPS FOR PAKISTANI STUDENTS

1. Australia Awards Scholarship is the primary fully-funded option — apply via HEC Pakistan every April.

2. UNSW and UTS offer the best graduate employment outcomes in Australia — ideal for career-focused students.
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3. Adelaide and regional universities offer better PR pathways through state nomination programs.

4. Tuition fees are increasing in 2026 — apply early for 2025 entry to lock in current rates where possible.

5. The Post-Study Work Visa duration depends on your degree level — a Masters gives 3 years, PhD gives 4 years.


