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United Kingdom
Russell Group & Top University Guide

The United Kingdom is home to some of the world's most prestigious universities, including Oxford, Cambridge, and 22

Russell Group institutions. For Cambridge O/A Level and IGCSE students, the UK offers the most direct pathway —

your qualifications are already the local standard. The UK ranks #2 globally for higher education systems and hosts

over 600,000 international students annually.

GLOBAL RANKING & REACH

#2 #2 600,000+ ~30,000
QS Higher Ed System Ranking

Times Higher Ed Country
Ranking

International Students/yr
Pakistani Students Currently

Studying

WHY STUDY IN UNITED KINGDOM?

✓ 3-year undergraduate degrees — saves 1 full year vs USA or Pakistan

✓ A Levels / IGCSE directly accepted — no foundation year needed in most cases

✓ Post-Study Work Visa (Graduate Route): 2 years UK work permit after graduation

✓ World-class research environment with strong employer recognition globally

✓ Multicultural campuses with one of the largest South Asian student communities

TOP UNIVERSITIES — RANKINGS, FEES & BENEFITS

University City QS Rank Tuition / yr Scholarship / Benefit

University of Oxford Oxford #4 World £35,260–£59,260/yr Fully-funded Clarendon Scholarship covers fees +

£18k/yr stipend

University of Cambridge Cambridge #6 World £25,734–£66,831/yr Gates Cambridge: Full fees + £18k stipend + flights +

visa

Imperial College London London #2 World £30,000–£38,000/yr President's Scholarship: Full fees + £22k/yr for PhD

students

UCL (University College

London)

London #9 World £22,000–£38,000/yr UCL Global: £5,000–full fee waivers for international

students

London School of Economics London #56 World £22,000–£32,000/yr LSE Scholarship covers up to £14,000 of tuition fees

University of Edinburgh Edinburgh #34 World £22,000–£30,000/yr Edinburgh Global: £5,000 discount for international

undergrads

King's College London London #31 World £20,000–£32,000/yr International Excellence Award: up to £6,000 off tuition
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University City QS Rank Tuition / yr Scholarship / Benefit

University of Manchester Manchester #35 World £18,000–£28,000/yr Merit Scholarship: £2,000–£5,000 for high-achieving

internationals

University of Warwick Coventry #74 World £20,000–£28,000/yr Chancellor's Scholarship: 50% tuition fee waiver

University of Leeds Leeds #87 World £18,000–£26,000/yr Excellence Scholarship: £2,000–£4,000 for

international students

SCHOLARSHIPS & FUNDING — COMPLETE BREAKDOWN

FULL FUNDING

Chevening Scholarship

Coverage: 100% tuition + living allowance + flights + visa fees

Who: Masters students — any field | Awarded by: UK Government / FCDO

FULL FUNDING

Commonwealth Scholarship

Coverage: Full tuition + living + flights for Commonwealth nations incl. Pakistan

Who: Masters & PhD | Awarded by: Commonwealth Scholarship Commission

FULL FUNDING

Gates Cambridge Scholarship

Coverage: Full Cambridge fees + £18,000/yr living + extras

Who: Masters & PhD at Cambridge only | Awarded by: Gates Foundation

PARTIAL

GREAT Scholarship

Coverage: £10,000 toward tuition fees for Pakistani students

Who: Undergrad & Masters | Awarded by: British Council Pakistan

PARTIAL

HEC Overseas Scholarship

Coverage: Monthly stipend + partial tuition support

Who: Masters & PhD | Awarded by: HEC Pakistan

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

Requirement Details

A Levels Typical offer: AAA to ABB depending on university and course

IGCSE / O Level Minimum 5 subjects at Grade C/4+ including Maths & English

IELTS 6.5–7.5 overall; no individual band below 6.0

TOEFL iBT 90–110 (accepted as alternative to IELTS)

Personal Statement 4,000 characters via UCAS — written by student

Reference Letter One academic reference from teacher or school counsellor

Application System UCAS (ucas.com) — apply to up to 5 universities in one form
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KEY DEADLINES & TIMELINE

Milestone When Notes

UCAS Opens 1 September For the following year's intake

Oxford / Cambridge Deadline 15 October Strict — 2.5 months before all others

All Other Universities 31 January Standard deadline for September start

Chevening Application November each year chevening.org — check annually

GREAT Scholarship March–April Via British Council Pakistan

Student Visa Application 3 months before course

start

Apply after receiving CAS number

PAKISTANI QUALIFICATION EQUIVALENCY

Pakistani Qualification Equivalent Notes

Pakistani A Level A* = UK A Level A* Direct equivalence — fully recognized

Pakistani A Level A/B = UK A Level A/B Direct equivalence — no conversion

IGCSE Grade A / A* = GCSE Grade 7–9 Directly equivalent — no translation needed

Matric + FSc Case-by-case basis Some unis require foundation year — verify via

ECCTIS

Pakistani CGPA (for Masters) Converted via ECCTIS (formerly

NARIC)

Use ecctis.com for official verification

PRO TIPS FOR PAKISTANI STUDENTS

1. Apply through UCAS — one form, up to 5 universities. Start in September for best choices.

2. Oxford and Cambridge require separate admissions tests (MAT, BMAT, TSA etc.) — prepare 3–6 months early.

3. Use ECCTIS (ecctis.com) to get an official equivalency statement for your Pakistani qualifications.

4. A strong personal statement is essential — UK admissions is not purely grade-based.

5. Chevening is the gold standard scholarship — apply even if you feel underqualified; the interview matters most.


