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United States of America

vy League & Top University Guide

The United States hosts the world's #1 higher education system with over 4,500 accredited universities. Home to the
Ivy League, MIT, Stanford, and Caltech, it leads global research and innovation. American universities are known for
flexibility — you can change your major in the first two years. Many top US universities offer full financial aid to
international students from lower-income backgrounds, making it surprisingly accessible.
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WHY STUDY IN UNITED STATES OF AMERICA?

0 4-year degree with flexibility to explore majors before committing

Pakistani Students Currently

S Higher Ed System Ranki .
QS Higher ystem Ranking Studying

International Students/yr

00 Massive research funding — #1 globally for STEM, CS, Al, and Biomedical fields
00 OPT (Optional Practical Training): 1-3 years US work authorization after graduation

0 Need-blind admissions at Harvard, MIT, Princeton — full aid for qualifying students

00 World's strongest alumni networks — opens doors in virtually every industry

TOP UNIVERSITIES — RANKINGS, FEES & BENEFITS

Cambridge,  #1 World $57,000-$60,000/yr MIT: families earning <$140k get significant aid; <$75k
MA = near full aid

Harvard University Cambridge,  #5 World $54,000-$57,000/yr Need-blind for internationals — families <$75k pay $0;
MA avg aid $53k/yr

Stanford University Stanford, #3 World $57,000-$60,000/yr Full need-based aid — families <$75k contribute
CA nothing to tuition

Caltech Pasadena, #10 World $58,000-$62,000/yr 100% of demonstrated financial need met — generous
CA for STEM students

University of Chicago Chicago, IL  #21 World $57,000/yr Meets 100% of demonstrated need; average grant

$52,000/yr

Princeton University Princeton, #13 World $55,000/yr Need-blind — all aid in grants (no loans); average grant

NJ $60,000/yr
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Columbia University New York, #33 World $61,000/yr Need-blind for US students; generous aid packages for
NY internationals

Yale University New Haven, #16 World $57,000/yr Need-blind for all students globally — avg grant award
CT $58,000/yr

Johns Hopkins University Baltimore, #31 World $57,000-$60,000/yr Meets 100% of demonstrated need; strong STEM and
MD medical programs

University of Michigan Ann Arbor, #23 World $49,000/yr Strong merit scholarships + research assistantships for
Ml grad students

SCHOLARSHIPS & FUNDING — COMPLETE BREAKDOWN

Need-Based Aid (Harvard / MIT / Yale / Princeton)
FULL FUNDING Coverage: Full tuition + living if family income under $75,000 USD/yr

Who: Undergrad — need-blind for international students | Awarded by: Individual Universities

Fulbright Scholarship
FULL FUNDING Coverage: Full tuition + living allowance + health insurance + flights

Who: Masters & PhD students from Pakistan | Awarded by: US Embassy Islamabad / USEFP

Graduate Assistantships (TA/RA)
FULL FUNDING Coverage: Tuition waiver + $15,000-$30,000/yr stipend for teaching/research

Who: Masters & PhD — widely available at state universities | Awarded by: Individual Universities

USAID / Pakistan-USA S&T; Scholarship
PARTIAL Coverage: Partial tuition support for STEM-focused Pakistani students

Who: Undergrad & Masters in STEM fields | Awarded by: USAID / HEC Pakistan

HEC Overseas Scholarship (USA)

PARTIAL Coverage: Monthly living allowance + partial tuition support

Who: Masters & PhD at approved US universities | Awarded by: HEC Pakistan

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

SAT (test-optional at many) 1400-1580 for top universities if submitted

ACT (alternative to SAT) 32-36 for vy League and top-tier universities
IELTS 7.0+ overall for most universities

TOEFL iBT 100-110 for top universities

A Level / IGCSE Grades Minimum AAB at A Level; A* grades highly valued
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Common App Essays Critical component — 650-word personal essay required
Extracurriculars Research projects, leadership, sports, community service
Recommendation Letters 2-3 letters from teachers and school counsellors
Application System Common App (commonapp.org) — used by 900+ universities

KEY DEADLINES & TIMELINE

Early Decision / Early Action November 1-15 ED is binding; EA is non-binding

Regular Decision January 1-15 Standard for most international students

CSS Profile (Financial Aid) Same as application Apply simultaneously with Common App
deadline

Fulbright Application October each year Via USEFP Pakistan — usefpakistan.org

1-20 / F-1 Student Visa After acceptance letter SEVIS fee + DS-160 + embassy interview
received

OPT Application (after graduation) Up to 90 days before File via university DSO office
graduation

PAKISTANI QUALIFICATION EQUIVALENCY

A Level A*/A (3 subjects) US High School diploma + may Some schools grant AP-equivalent credit
earn college credit

IGCSE / O Level (5+ subjects) US High School partial credit Accepted alongside A Levels

Matric + FSc Considered case-by-case at US SAT score may strengthen application
universities

Pakistani CGPA (grad school) Converted to US 4.0 scale — wes.org for official evaluation

WES evaluation required

PRO TIPS FOR PAKISTANI STUDENTS

1. Apply via Common App — one application reaches up to 20+ universities simultaneously.
2. Essays are the most important part of your US application — start drafting in June.
3. Harvard, MIT, Princeton, and Yale offer full financial aid — apply even if you cannot afford tuition.

4. Fulbright is Pakistan's best route to a fully-funded US Masters — apply through USEFP, not directly.
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5. For graduate school, aim for universities that offer Teaching/Research Assistantships — these cover tuition entirely.
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